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Sedgemoor, and had given proof of valour and resource in the
present war in Ireland,
The battle that followed, known as the Battle of the Boyne,
fought on the rst of July 1690, was not a remarkable passage of
war, but is remembered with feelings of pride and shame by the
still divided races and faiths of Ireland. The position of James
was strong against a direct attack; a broad and deep river ran
before his front; his reserves were thrown back out of the sight
of the enemy. But a narrow defile at Duleek near his rear was
almost his only avenue of retreat; and this had a disastrous
effect on the issue of the day. A son of Schomberg was ordered
to threaten the Irish left; this movement might cause the loss
of the pass; the French contingent and Sarsfield were accord-
ingly detached to guard a point of supreme importance.
Meanwhile the main body of William's forces crossed the
Boyne at fords near the village of Oldbridge; the result was
what almost always happens when real soldiers encounter mere
rude levies. The Irish infantry, deprived of their French allies,
gave way as their foemen approached the southern bank; the
plain was soon crowded with flying masses hurrying towards
the reserves gathered around Donore. But it was otherwise
with the Irish cavalry; they made a desperate and heroic
stand; Danes, Huguenots, and Englishmen were more than
once driven back. Schomberg met a soldier's death in the
struggle; in fact the Irish horsemen maintained their ground
until William had turned, from near Drogheda, the position
from his left; even then they fell back fighting on Donore. A
last effort was made to resist at that place; but the battle had
by this time been won; the defeated army was soon in full
retreat on Dublin. The French, however, had occupied the
defile at Duleek; their absence from the field was an irreparable
loss; but it certainly averted a complete rout1.
1 A spirited account of the Battle of the Boyne will be found in the
Memoirs of Dumont de Bostaquet, a Huguenot seigneur In the service of